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INSIDE THIS ISSUE Dear friends,
Pastor John’s Article 1 LeAnn recently sent an epcouroging email to all the small
group leaders. As | read it, | was blessed and | found myself
Easter Service Times 2 reflecting on Jesus’ sacrifice for me — for all of us. Her words
Top Notcher News 3 will help you to see Christ’s qleo’rh frqm a mq’rher S
perspective. What a humbling and joyous time we
Youth Group 4 celebrate this month — the death and resurrection of our
Children’s Ministrics P Lord. Easteris Here!l Easter is Now!
Birthdays & Anniversaries 6 It was a Thursday night some SI'X years ago at Summef
Games Camp. We were walking through the torch-lit
United Methodist Women 7 campus of lowa Wesleyan in Mt Pleasant. It was pitch black
Contact us: that night and the path was difficult to navigate .as we
Pastor John Gaulke passed from the campus, across the streets qnd into a
johng@altoonaumc.org wooded park. Up ahead | could see a clearing near a
ph:515-967-2991 £:515-957-8284 pond. “Surely we couldn't have far to go,” | thought to
Shelene Billups myself as | tried to avoid the low branches. | was a bit
Children’s Minisiry Director anxious, but it wasn't because of the darkness or the

sheleneb@altoonaumc.org .
ph:515-967-2991 £:515-957-8284 | branches, it was for the safety of my son Jordan who was

sarah Millard scheduled to hang on one of the crosses portraying a thief. |
Administrative Assistant had witnessed in the past some of the young men fainting
sarahm@altoonaumc.org and falling from the cross due to the hot, humid weather. |

h:515-967-2991 £:515-957-8284 .
P didn't want any harm to come to my son.
LeAnn Gaulke

Director of Assimilation & As | made my way into the clearing | still could not see the
Small Groups
leanngaulke@hotmail.com crosses. By the looks of the crowd ahead of me and the
ph:515-967-2991 f:515-957-8284 dimly lit torches | could see that the crucifixion was taking
Jane Burns place at the top of a hill | had yet to climb. | thought to
Financial Manager n ; ; "
janeb@alioonaume.org mysglf, How appropriately ploced.' This wos'well planned.
ph:515-967-2991 :515-957-8284 The fingles ran up and down my spine. The line of campers
steve McLellan and adults moved slowly up the hill. | tried to figure how
Director of Fine Arts & many minutes poor Jordan must have been hanging there

Congregational Care : . .
stevem@altoonaumc.org with such a large crowd passing by so slowly. | was thinking,

ph: 515-967-2991 §:515-957-8284
O
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"Why don't they move us along quickere Those boys have to be miserable by now." | was
being a typical mom, full of concern for my child. And then at that very moment my world
seemed tfo spin. Did | see that clearlye Surely not. He was supposed to be a thief, but there
he was — hanging in the center between two thieves — he was portraying Jesus. THIS IS NOT
WHAT | EXPECTED!

My emotions grabbed me by the throat. |said to myself, "Get a handle on it, LeAnn." But
my tears began to flow. For the first time | had a glimpse of what Mary must have experi-
enced as she stood beside her son to the dreadful end of his life. There hung my sweet son
covered in blood with his arms stretched out. | really wanted to fall fo my knees and bawl. |
wanted to be alone to appreciate what my Jesus did for me. His death had never felt so
painful until I saw my own son hanging there dripping of blood. Blood that depicted Jesus'
blood shed to not only cover my sin, but to WIPE it out completely. WOW!

Have a great week and remember...Easter is on its way!

Love to you,

LeAnn

Easter Week Services

Good Friday service:
Friday, April 22nd at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday services on:

Sunday, April 24th
8:00 a.m. Traditional Service

9:30 or 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service

Sunday school classes will meet at 9:30 am on this Sunday only.

An Easter brunch will also be served from 7:00-:11:00 am
in the Family Life Center by t ni
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Top Notcher News \

Tuesday, April 12th
we will meet at noon in
the Family Life Center
for sack lunch. Dessert
and drinks will be provid-
ed. The Guest Speaker
is Jamie Stephens, from
Polk County Senior
Services, which will be
very informative.

Hostesses: Marilyn Cowell, Janet Reichter,
Darlene Watson, Joan Thurtell and Margaret
Gowin.

Meetings at a Glance

One-Day Bus Trip
to the Amana
Colonies-May 12th [
There are still seats [ |
available for this great [&if
trip, so come and join
us. Itis going fobe a -
wonderful day. The fee includes tours of
woolen mills, furniture stores and great meat
markets. Lunch including a pie dessert at the
Ox Yoke Inn. There will be time for shopping
before we attend the Old Creamery Theatre
comedy “The Dixie Swim Club”.

The $85.00 per person and full payment
(payable to Travelin’ Rose Tours) is due to
Joan by April 10th. This trip is open to the
community so invite your friends and family.
Contact Joan Nolin at 967-2773 to book your
reservation.

lin, Director, 515-967-2773.

May 12th: One-Day Bus Trip to the Ama-
na Colonies.

June 14th: Tour of Judicial & State Histori-
cal Building in Des Moines. Lunch will be at
a nearby restaurant. More details fo come.
July 12th: Noon Potluck with musical
guests, The Glory Land Singers from Des
Moines.

August 9th: 11:30 a.m. meet at Altoona
Hy-Vee. Guest speaker will be Paula Wins-
low, Master Gardener from Altoona.
September 13th: Local Mystery Tour. It is
doubtful that many, if any of you, have
taken this four so come and learn what
goes on “behind the scenes”. We'll leave
by car loads from the north door of the
church at 9:15 a.m. Following the tour,
we'll enjoy lunch at the Machine Shed,
ordering from the menu in a private dining
room.

October 11th: One-Day Bus Trip or Local
Tour with lunch out.

November 8th: Potluck in the Family Life
Center with a WW2 and Veterans Day
theme. Come dressed in patriotic colors.
Guest Entertainers: “The Andrews Sisters”.
December 13th: Christmas potluck in
the Family Life Center. Table service and
coffee will be provided.

Who are the Top Notchers?

We are an active group comprised of 45-50 people who usually meet the second Tues-
day of each month. We have guest speakers and entertainers, fravel, and do service
projects in the community. The group is open to all people in the community, ages 55
and over. New friends are always welcome. For further information, please call Joan No-
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Choosing to be Set Apart

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

: ' N April 3rd
Join us as we wrap up our study on Daniel Study
Daniel in discovering how we can set April 10th
ourselves apart from the world around Soul Surfer Night
us. We are not called to be “floafers.” at the Theater
We can go against the flow and honor (watch for more details)
God. Daniel, a young teenager, sets an April 17th-24th
example for all of us in how we can
intentionally set our minds on living for
God while remaining in this world.

0&‘&" Monday-Friday
July 11th-15th
Grinnell College * Grinnell lowa
www.summergamesuniversity.org
For youth who have completed 5th-12th grade
Registration will begin in May through the church.
Please DO NOT register online .
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\_“ Sunday School

e , 9:45 - 10:35a.m.
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e Gnes )

(www.summergamesuniversity.org)

Camp Wesley Woods
Kids ages 8 -11
July 24th  -27th

Register in the church

“
weltement
Chi

(Age 3yrs - 2nd Grade)
Each Sunday
10:45 a.m.

office today!

: Midweek
™ Wednesday Evenings
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Wild for God at PandaMania!
Vacation Bible School

oum. VBg 207

6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Ages 4 (by 9/15/11) - 5th grade '/
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April

Blrthdays & Annlversarles

. Rylie Kruse
. Tori Hanson, Bess Hibben, Evie Hansen,
Allison Catron, Ethan Hanneman, Wes &
Jackie White
. Josiah Gaulke, Chuck Bredlow, Brenda
Cort
. Travis Bos
. Keith Silver, Bryan Carr, Jeremy Long,
Leslie Oaks, Gary Henn
. Rick Jensen, Conor DeCamp
Fred & Lori Anderson
10 Doug Catron
13.Doris McGinnis, Mylie Stout, Travis &
LeAnn Stout
15.Kay Worrall
17.Trina Nickel, Mike Burgett
18.Tucker Hanson, Rachel Scofield, Steve
MclLellan, Adam & Katie McCann
19.Ralph Silver, Carmen Nelson, Katie
Keuning
20.Darlene Mills, Crystal Sheeder
21.Sam Lundquist, Shirley Rowley, Ralph &
Virginia Silver
22.Callie Hinde
23.Kevin & Sue Bennett
24 Rhonda Bills, Larry Hutzel, Ruby
McCullough
25.Jai Mukraj, Mike & Tammy Spencer
26.Casey Hansen, Jason & Tonya Boos
27 .Margie Kellerhals
28.Hannah Hesse, Gordan & Carla Highfill

29.CJ Vlieger, Kurt Ciesielski, Colton Tekolste,

John Lageman
30.Doug Watson, Tammie Hansen
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The Jesus Freak)Puppet Troupe Presents:

Saturday, April 9, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m

Sunday, April 10, 201W

Altoona nited Methodist Chus
602 5th Ave: , Altoona, lowa
Family Life Center
S515-967—-2991

Free Will offering accepted

Dear Church Family:
My family and | are
522\ \ 8% ®!¥) very thankful for your

prayers and support

during this difficult fime.

Your wonderful kind-
ness and comforting words of condo-
lence on the death of my parents,
Lewis and Mildred Edwards was truly a
blessing. We will confinue to lean on
the strength and love of the Lord.

God bless each of you,

Sherrie Edwards Gibson and Family
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UMW Spring Breakfast

2 2YSY asSsg
Thursday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, April 30th at 9:00 a.m.
Family Life Center

Large Conference Room for an
Easter program.

The speaker for this event will be Cynthia
Hanezy from Grinnell. She's a
professional speaker whose focus is to
motivate Christian women to strengthen
their relationships with Christ. Her talk is
entitled “ Where's the Burning Bush in
Your Lifee” A free-will offering will be
taken. Please invite a friend to join you in
this celebration.

The mission project for
this month is for
Children & Family
Urban Ministries at
Trinity UMC. We will be
collecting markers,
glue sticks and
drawing paper. In addition, any extra

+1-1.3.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.3.1.1.3.1.1.]

as incentives for homework activities.

' oAl AT ]
Will meet Tuesday, April 19th at 7:00 p.m.
at Cheryl Weber's home.

al NOKIF /
Thursday, April 21st at 9:30 a.m. in the
Large Conference Room at the church.

A free-will collection will be taken for the
food pantry.

{ SI NDKS NH
Thursday, April 21st at 1:30 p.m. in the
Large Conference Room at Church.

{-3-1-3-3-%-1-3-3-3-3-3-1-3-3-1-%-1-%-3-%-3-%-%-8-% 2.8

nBt

If you would like more information about
the United Methodist Women or any of
the activities listed on this page please
contact Sherry Veldhuizen at 262-2235.

Thank Youl

Due to the UMW
Spring Breakfast,
there will be no May
meeting.

Thank Youl

(+3-1-1.1.1.1.3.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.3.1.3.1.1.3.1.1.1.1.1.3.

(-3-3-1-1-%-1-%-3-%-1-3-1-3-%-1-%-1-%-%-X-]
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Musical
Opportunities
abound at

Alfoona UMC

Currently music
groups are
preparing for
some incredible

combinations of insfrumentation for
this Easter. We are pulling out all the
“stops” and you are invited to be part
of this celebration! See the rehearsal
schedule below:
Bell Choir:
Meets Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary.
Orchestra:

Meets Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. for
combined choir/orchestra rehearsals
this month.

Chancel Choir:

Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary.

Singers or band players interested in
the Praise Band should contact Steve
McLellan at 967-2991 or by email at
stevem@altoonaumc.org.

Note of Praise!

The Chancel Choir Robe Fund
has approximately $4,842.01 of
| the approximate $8,000.00 |
. needed to purchase new robes!
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Pastoral Partners

Our pastoral

partners are glad

to serve you.

We welcome:

1 Carol Dillow

1 Beth McKee

1 Skip Conkling

1 Ron & Bobbie Manock

1 Darlene Watson

to the team. They will be making DVD
deliveries to those unable to attend
our worship service. Carolyn
McKeever is coordinating the
scheduling of volunteers. If you or a
family member would like prayer or a
hospital visit, please fill out the
attendance card on Sunday morning
or call the church office at 967-2991.

Our monthly Hymn

Sing will be Sunday,

May 1st at 8:15 a.m.

Please contact the

church office at 967-

2991 if you have a
special request or by email

Steve MclLellan at
stevem@altoonaumc.org.

If you are interested in any
of these Music Ministry or Pastoral
Partners opportunities, please
contact the church office at 967-
2991 or Steve MclLellan at
stevem@altoonaumc.org.
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Blanket + Sunday New Members &
April 3rd & 10th Baptism Classes

Have you ever thought

about the many uses !f you are
of a blanket2 A inferested in

blanket can be used becoming a

as a shelter, as a tent, member, our next
as bf'ﬁnkef for,T new members class will be held
warmin, ds @ sullcase, g\ egnesday, May 4th and

or as a mattress to name just a few. Not only ) )
does Blanket + Sunday provide blankets, but Wednesday, May 11th from 6:30-8:00

also funds to help families make a living and .M. in the chapel with the
to provide wells with pumps for villages. 100% Jreception of new members on

of your gift goes to families in third world Sunday, May 15th. A Baptism class
coun’rrieg, including Haiti and now Japan. will be held on Sunday, May 22nd in
the Family Life Center during the
Men’s Slow Pitch » Sunday school hour beginning at 9:45
Softball ( a.m. Please contact the church

If you are interested & a4 office at 967-2991 or

in joining the AUMC g W) [lsorahm@altoonaumc.org for more

summer  softball information or to sign up for these
team, please con- - classes

tact Matt Millard at
957-8206 or

omuorﬁgzoffboll@gmoil.com for more infor- K;JS’ (;OYW‘QC"‘:OY’
’ PYesehool

A ministry of Altoona United Methodist Church

Graduating High School
Seniors

. i 2

‘)» Graduation Sunday is May Dp }/ou hove.on upcoming preschoolers
) i Kids' Connection Preschool is now accept-
j 22nd. We will be showing a

' _ ' ing enrollment applications for the 2011-
slide presentation during the R 2012 school year. Please contact Jackie
worship services and we White for more information at 967-2991.

would like to include pictures of you

throughout your life. Please provide us with 5 jLandscape Clean Up Day , "\f\,.
-7 photos including one baby picture, one of fPlease join the landscape )

you with your family, your senior picture and commiTTeg on Saturday, April

any others that show you growing up. ?th beginning at 9:30 a.m. for

. . a landscape clean up day.
Please mail or bring your photos to the Please contact Carol Dillow at {_Q

church office by Friday, May 13™. 967-3290 for more information. @




