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Dear Friend,  

 

As I think of you and our church a smile breaks across my 

face and I marvel at what God has done in our midst this 

past year. In 2011, with Godõs guidance and help, we 

accomplished more than any one of us could have ever 

imagined back in January when we wrote 2011 for the first 

time.   This past year has been an amazing journey, but it 

didnõt just happen.  There are four keys that I feel helped to 

contribute to such a remarkable year of growth in many 

areas within our church.   These keys also hold the promise of 

a great 2012 if we continue to use them.  

 

First, we smiled warmly.   People like to be around friendly, 

caring people. Thank you for going out of your way to greet 

both guests and friends in our church.   This is a friendly and 

caring place to worship.   It is critical as we grow to look for 

those we do not know and greet them with a warm 

handshake and a kind smile.   The old adage is true ð 

people donõt care how much you know until they know 

how much you care.   The growth of our congregation this 

past year would not have been possible without the 

warmth you radiated to others as they worshipped with us.  

 

Second, we cared deeply.   We caught a glimpse of Godõs 

heart for the hurting and the poor, and we 

responded.   Though we may never see their faces or know 

their names, over 125,000 people in Haiti will enjoy a meal 

because you cared enough to give your best.   Over 350 

families in the Altoona area will have a better Christmas 

because you cared enough to fill a Joy Box.   Children in 

Lutheran Hospital will open Christmas presents this year 

because our young people gave generously.   May God 

continue to use us in great ways to touch others with His 

love.  

 

Third, we served faithfully.    Regardless of the ministry or  
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outreach event, you answered the call to serve.   At this yearõs miraculous Turkey-Mission 

Dinner, every job was filled and every supply donated in record time.   As I walk around our 

church during our Sunday morning or Midweek services, I am thankful for the many  

people, like you, who give of their time to serve others.   In a growing church, it continues to 

take more and more people to staff all of the ministries.  Thank you for willingness to serve 

so that we can be all that God intends us to be.  

 

Fourth, we gave generously.   Your generosity contributed to our best financial year  

ever.   Every bill is paid, and we have contributed a record amount to missions.  In a down 

economy, we are definitely up. Just from the Turkey -Mission Dinner and our Joy Box  

Outreach about $40,000 has gone out to help others.   Wow!   What a miracle ð may we 

never forget what God can do when we are willing to give our best for others.   I have  

often stated that a churchõs giving really helps to set the vision for the church.  Thank you 

for helping us to dream big in 2012.  

 

Expectantly excited to experience 2012 with you,  

 

Pastor John 

 

A 5 -week sermon series beginning January 8 

     
 

 

 

The annual ritual of making New Yearõs resolutions is upon us.  December is waving goodbye, and 2012 

is rapidly approaching.  It is a new start ñ a new opportunity ñ a time for change.  Like most Americans, 

our resolutions will be health related, but what if this year we added some spiritual ones as well?  On Jan-

uary 8, Pastor John begins a new sermon series entitled, òResolutions to Keep.ó  This 5-week series will 

help you have your best year ever! 

January 8:  òLive with a Purposeó 

January 15th:  òMake God Smileó 

January 22nd:  òStay Connectedó 

January 29th:  òGain Weightó 

February 5th:  òGet Off the Sidelinesó 
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By Andy Stanley

Small groups meet once a week from 

the week of February 12 through the 

week of March 25 (excluding the week 

of March 18 for Spring Break).  

Dear Winners,  

 

I sat down to the computer and Googled òreasons to be in a small group.ó  Much to my 

surprise, a number of sites came across my computer screen.  The first site I opened listed 

òrelationshipsó as one of the reasons to be a part of a small group.  It was mentioned that 

Sunday mornings are a great time to worship with our congregation, hear uplifting  

messages, and engage in corporate vision, but a small group offers the opportunity to 

deepen relationships with an intimate few.   

 

This February we all will have the opportunity to develop our relationships not only by being 

a part of  a small group, but also by studying the Life Rules for our relationships written by 

Andy Stanley.  Winners play by the rules.  God has a different set of rules for our  

relationships with our employees,  spouse, insurance agent, or obnoxious family member.  

Following the guidelines God clearly outlines for our relationships, not the worldõs, will help 

to eliminate unnecessary pain and heartache.   

 

This study is so practical and encouraging that you will not want to miss out.  Discover how 

Godõs rules will enable you to forgive, accept, serve, encourage, and submit to those  

people the Lord has placed in your journey through life.  Join with me and many others as 

we attempt to play like winners!   

 

Go Team!  

 

LeAnn 

Church-wide Small Group  
Study Sign-Up  

Begins January 22nd 
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Celebration of JOY  
December 18, 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   -Preschool ñKindergarten singing òSilent Nightó 

   -3rd Gr - Sr. High Nativity +òOne Childó singers 

   -1st -6th Gr + kings singing òHappy Birthday, Jesusó 

 

Thank you parents, teachers, and  
kids for all of your hard work!  

12/25: No Sunday School 

(Childrenôs Church @ 10am) 

12/28: No Midweek 

(including puppets) 

1/1: No Sunday School 

(Childrenôs Church @10am) 

1/4: No Midweek 

1/8: Sunday School Resumes 

1/11: Midweek Resumes 

(6:30 p.m., ages Pre-Kð6th Grade) 

4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕ ÆÏÒ 'ÉÖÉÎÇȦ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

!ÎÔÈÏÎÙ 4×ÅÈ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÅ 3ÉÍÐÓÏÎ ÏÆ ),( #ÈÉÌÄ 
Ǫ !ÄÏÌÅÓÃÅÎÔ "ÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÁÌ (ÅÁÌÔÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔÓ  

ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ !5-# ËÉÄÓ Ǫ ÙÏÕÔÈȢ 
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Menõs Recreational Basketball 
Join the men of AUMC for some basketball fun on Monday nights at 6:30 p.m.  

in the Family Life Center.  No previous NBA experience is necessary!  

This new study, written by David Nasser, will address trials, 
temptations, and triumphs that King David faced to show how 
the lessons found in Davidôs life are relevant to the issues  
students encounter every day. 
 
Sunday Jan 8thðOvercoming our Giants 
 
Sunday Jan 15thðWhen Life Isnôt Fair 
 
Friday Jan 20thðWinter Jam at Wells Fargo $10.00/person 
 (reserve your ride with LeAnn by Wed., Jan 18th.) 
 
Sunday Jan 29thðThings You Never Thought Youôd Do 

  Christian Yoga  
The Christian yoga class continues on Wednesday nights 

at 6:30 p.m. beginning January 4th.   

 

Yoga is beneficial because it can improve your  

flexibility, endurance, strength, and balance.  In addition to the many physical benefits of 

practicing yoga, it can help reduce stress, promote relaxation, improve your mood, and 

increase your overall well -being.  

  

Anyone can practice yoga!  As with any type of exercise, you will find that some  

movements or postures are easy for you, and others will be more difficult.  Throughout the 

class, you can try beginner, intermediate and advanced levels of all the movements and 

poses.   

 

Join us on Wednesday nights!  



 

Stay Connected!  

If you would like to receive our weekly updates via email, please go 

to the church website.   

http://www.altoonaumc.org  

Under the Resources tab, choose E -newsletter signup.  Enter your email address when 

prompted, and you will begin to receive our weekly newsletters on Thursday afternoons in 

your email box!  
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Thank You!  

To the entire worship community at 

AUMC: Thank you for your extraordinary 

efforts through the Christmas holiday!  It 

is both amazing and exciting to see what 

can be done as the body of Christ moves  

together to worship.  You all are a blessing 

to the ministry and to our leadership! 

Thanks for the opportunity to be part of 

your ministry team. 

Music Opportunities  

Fresh ministry opportunities are ahead for 2012. This is 

a great time to consider becoming part of one of these  

ministries as we begin the spring term. We will begin  

regular rehearsal  schedule the same time midweek  

begins: 

Bell ChoirðMonday, January 9th  7:00 p.m. 

OrchestraðWednesday, January 11  6:00 p.m. 

Chancel ChoirðWednesday, January 11  6:30 p.m. 

Worship TeamðWednesday, January 11  8:00 p.m. 

Thank You!  

We have a dedicated team of Pastoral  

Partners that delivers DVDs  of our  

Sunday services on a weekly basis. Thanks 

for your ministry.  

Prayer Support  

If you or a family member would like prayer support or 

a hospital visit, please fill out the prayer card or call the 

church office at 967-2991. 

http://www.altoonaumc.org


 

Top Notcher News  

The Top Notchers are a group of  people 

55 and over who get together once a 

month.  We usually meet the second 

Tuesday, but dates can vary to 

accommodate guest speakers and 

entertainers.  We also do service projects 

in the community. We average 50 to 60 

people in attendance at our monthly 

functions.  

 

We take chartered bus trips a couple 

times a year, usually spring and fall.  We 

see beautiful areas of Iowa and adjoining 

states.  Most of our trips are one day, but 

we have gone overnight and even to 

Branson for three nights!  

 

Our group is a ministry of Altoona United 

Methodist Church but is open to other 

churches and people in the surrounding 

communities.  

 

New people are always welcome. Come 

and join us --- you will find us very warm 

and friendly. If you have any questions, 

feel free to contact Marla Carr at 515 -238-

6372. 

Who are the Top Notchers?  
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Tuesday, January 10, noon  

*Potluck  

*Host/Hostess: Larry & Linda Keller,  

 Bonnie Gibson  

*Program: Doug Raymond, Mercy Hospital  

 Chaplain  

 

Tuesday, February 14  

*Host/Hostess: Marla Carr  

*Eat at Spaghetti Works downtown  

*Tour the Iowa Hall of Pride  

*Time to be determined  

 

Tuesday, March 13, noon  

*Potluck  

*Host/Hostess: Jerry & Joan Nolin,  

 Beth McKee  

*Program: Patty Richards, Country Gospel 

 Singer 

Meetings at a Glance  
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The following article appeared in the December 16, 2011 edition of the  
Iowa Annual Conference Edition of The United Methodist Reporter. 

Altoona UMC  

Supports  

Meals from the  

Heartland 
 Like many Methodist churches, Altoona UMC 

has hosted an annual dinner for as long as anyone can  

remember.  The congregation raises about $5,000  

annually, with proceeds used to pay bills or  

apportionments ï not very exciting. ñI thought it was 

kind of strange that we were asking people from the 

community to help pay our bills,ò said Pastor John 

Gaulke. Something had to change. ñI felt a nudging 

from the Spirit that this meal could become something 

great, but it would have to change.ò he said. 

 The first transformation came two years ago 

when the church changed the name to The Turkey-

Mission Dinner, donating half the proceeds to  

missions. ñThis was the moment when the focus 

changed from us to others; it became an outreach 

event,ò Gaulke said.  The momentum grew, and this 

year the church decided to donate 100% of the  

proceeds to Meals from the Heartland, the local non-

profit that ships food worldwide.  It was now all about 

others. 

 According to Meals from the Heartland, 

$10,000 could become 25,000 meals.  That number 

rang true in Pastor Gaulkeôs heart, and so he  

committed the church to give $10,000.  ñAfter the 

meeting I wondered what Iôd done.  The amount was 

double what we had been able raise in the past, but it 

just felt right,ò he said.  Not only would the church 

have to walk in faith to raise the $10,000 goal, but it 

would attempt to reach it without charging anything 

for the meal.  Instead, ñwe chose to encourage people 

to give what they could.  I am sure some wondered 

how we were going to reach such a lofty goal with just 

a freewill offering.  I have to admit, I wondered that a 

bit myself, but we were trusting that God was leading 

us.ò 

 

 People signed up quickly to help serve at the 

meal.  Every volunteer spot was filled, all food  

supplies were donated.  That was a record in itself.  

ñPeople want to be a part of something bigger than 

themselves.  The attitude of óreaching outô caught fire 

in our church,ò said Pastor Gaulke. 

 It was after a conversation with his son, who 

works in an upscale restaurant, that Gaulke was  

inspired to challenge the congregation to make this 

their most expensive meal.  ñI reflected on some of the 

great restaurants I had eaten in during the past year 

and the amount of money I spent on those meals.  

Thatôs when the though hit me: wouldnôt it be cool if 

this meal, a meal to help others, could be my most ex-

pensive, and so I challenged the congregation to join 

me in making this our best meal.ò 

 The air was filled with excitement and  

anticipation the night of the dinner.  After a prayer in 

the dining room, the doors were opened and the people 

poured into the church.  ñWe didnôt advertise any 

more than usual, but the crowd was the biggest by far.  

It was a God thing.ò  The church served more than 750 

people, not only meeting their goal of $10,000 but 

shattering it, raising over $25,000 ð nearly five times 

what they had raised in the past.  That will pay for the 

ingredients for over 125,000 meals, which the  

congregation will package in February and ship to 

Haiti. 

 ñI hope our miracle encourages other churches 

to consider transforming their yearly fundraising 

meals into opportunities to touch the world with Godôs 

love,ò Gaulke said.  ñGod loves to multiply ð we just 

need to provide the opportunity.  I believe this miracle 

has changed our church forever.  It has infused it with 

a spirit of service and joy.  We are excited about what 

God has in store for us.ò 
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Mark your calendars!  

New Member Class  

If you are interested in becoming a member of AUMC, our next class meets 

Wednesday, January 18th AND Wednesday, January 25th from 6:30 -8:00 

p.m. in the Chapel, with the reception of new members on Sunday,  

January 29th.  For more information or to sign up for this class, please  

contact the church office at 967 -2991 or sarahm@altoonaumc.org   Nursery 

is available during the class.  

 

Purpose and Visioning Meeting  

On Sunday, January 29th at 6:00pm we will gather in the Sanctuary for our 

2nd annual Purpose and Visioning Meeting.  We will share with you the 

church budget and leadership structure as well as the direction and goals 

for the year.  You will receive a packet of information and resources to 

make sure that you are òplugged in.ó  Everyone is invited, and nursery is 

available.  

 

Meals from the Heartland  

On Saturday, February 11th and Sunday, February 12th, we will package 

125,000 meals to be sent to Haiti through Meals from the Heartland.  This is 

possible because of your generous donations during the Turkey Mission  

Dinner.  A variety of shifts will be available on both the 11th and 12th.  

Watch the bulletin for more details!  

Are you looking for a new daily devotional for 2012?  Check out the 

website http://www.crosswalk.com .  Click on the Devotionals  tab 

at the top of the page to get an extensive list of daily devotions.  

There are devotions especially for couples, moms, seniors, students, 

and men, as well as Bible reading plans, and much more.   

http://www.crosswalk.com
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Altar Flowers  

If you would like to provide the 

altar flowers for a Sunday in 2012, 

please contact Sarah in the  

office at 967 -2991 or sign up at 

the Welcome Center.  

 

You can pick up offering  

envelopes for 2012 at the  

Welcome Center.  

Because of your generosity, the Joy Box project 

was a true success. While our goal was 300, we 

were actually able to deliver 350 Joy Boxes to  

Caring Hands Food Pantry.  This is an almost 

$14,000 value.  A Joy Box was given to EVERY 

family served by Caring Hands in December.   

 

The church received a card that said: 

 

ñTo friends at the United Methodist Church, 

 I am writing this on behalf of my mother.  

She depends on the generosity of the food bank to 

get through the month with essentials.  The box 

she received from the church had things like razors 

and dish soap which are items she rarely has the 

money to buy.  Your kindness is so much  

appreciated.  God Bless.ò 

 

Your willingness to help those in need is a true  

expression of Christmas.  Thank you for giving! 

Attention Parents of College Students! 

We need your studentôs college address by  

February 1st to send them a Valentine care  

package by the 14th.  Please email your studentôs 

mailing address to Jane  

Burns at janeb@altoonaumc.org  

or drop off at the church office.   

We will be sending care  

packages  to those for whom we have addresses 

for the 2011-2012 school year. If you have  

previously submitted your studentôs college  

address, please check with Jane to ensure that we 

have the correct address for your student. 


