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Dear Friend,  

 

The Iowa State Fair is all about choices ð choosing where to 

go once you enter the gates and what to see in the 285 

acres that make up the fair.  Everything from antique 

tractors to the birth of baby pigs to the biggest bull, pig, 

sheep and pumpkin ð all await you at the Iowa State Fair.  

And what about the food ð an endless array of delectable 

delights constantly beckon your appetite to fit one more 

deep -fat fried morsel into your stomach.  Thereõs so much to 

do at the Iowa State Fair ð so many choices.   

 

Churches can be a lot like the fair ð once you walk through 

the doors you have choices to make.  Where to sit in the 

sanctuary?  Should I join a ministry ð what ministry?  Sunday 

school ð should I teach or join an adult class ð which class?  

Small Group ð which one?  I believe youõre getting the 

picture. There are a lot of choices to make as walk through 

the doors at AUMC.  In fact, we are adding a choice ñ 

Beginning Sunday, October 2 nd  you will now have to 

choose between one of three worship services to attend.  

8:20 a.m. Traditional Service 
 

9:40 a.m. Contemporary Service 

  Sunday School 
 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

  Childrenôs Church (ages 3-2nd grade) 
 

Nursery will be provided during all three services.  

Continued on page 2  
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We realize many of you have such busy and demanding schedules ð even on Sundays.  

Thatõs why we hope that by offering three services you will be able to find a service and a 

time that fits your schedule.  

And so here is my prayer for all of us in regard to the choices we have at AUMC:  

Let us choose to worship the One who gave everything for us with each other.  

Let us choose to serve Christ with the gifts and passions that God has placed in our hearts.  

Let us choose to grow in our faith through Sunday school and small groups.  

Let us choose to give for the work of nurturing and expanding Godõs Kingdom. 

Let us choose to love, encourage and build each other up in the Lord.  

Let us choose to pray for each other.  

Let us choose to live for the One who first chose us.  

 

Choosing with you,  

 

Pastor John 

October 2ndðNovember 11th 

Grow your faith into something extraordinary!  You can still be a part of  the ñFive 
Things God Uses to Grow your Faithò church-wide small group study meeting in 

homes near you.  Please contact the church office (967-2991) for more information 
regarding an available small group. 



 

Top Notcher News  

October 13 -14th: Overnight Bus Trip 

to the Dixon, Illinois area.  We will 

attend a log cabin theatre 

production in the pines, have a 

boat ride on the river, visit Ronald 

Reaganõs boyhood home, plus 

much, much more! Full details will 

be forthcoming.  

November 8th: Potluck in the Family 

Life Center with table service and 

coffee provided. Guest speaker will 

be Patrice Peterson -Keys from the 

Polk County DNR. She will speak on 

òOwls In Iowaó as well as bring a live 

owl with her. Donations of food and 

money will be collected for the 

local food pantry.  

December 13th: Christmas potluck 

in the Family Life Center. Table 

service and coffee will be provided.  

Guest entertainers: Squeeze Box 

Ministries. 

Meetings at a Glance  
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We are an active group  comprised of 

45-50 people who usually meet the 

second Tuesday of each month. We 

have guest speakers and entertainers, 

travel, and do service projects in the 

community. The group is open to all 

people in the community, ages 55 and 

over. New friends are always 

welcome. For further information, 

please call Joan Nolin, Director, 515 -

967-2773. 

 

The long -awaited 

2-day bus trip to 

the Oregon/

Dixon, IL area is 

fast approaching!  

 

A beautiful 47 -passenger motor coach 

will arrive at Altoona UMC at 7:10 a.m. 

on October 13th with a planned 

departure of 7:30 a.m.  Please be 

prompt in your arrival and park in the 

north parking lot.  Luggage handling is 

included by the motel, but please 

make sure your name tags are 

secured.  Muffins and juice will be 

served while traveling.   

 

We will be staying at The Comfort Inn 

in Rochelle, IL where we will enjoy a 

FULL breakfast the next morning.  Dress 

is casual.  Bring your cameras as we 

are going to see some beautiful fall 

colors along with many other 

wonderful sights.   

 

We have a full bus with some new 

guests.  This is a great time to get 

acquainted with some new friends.  

You are going to have two wonderful, 

fun days!  We anticipate arriving back 

at AUMC at 8:30 p.m. on the 14th.  
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Who are the Top Notchers?  
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Jr. & Sr. High School Teens 

Sundays 5:30-7:00 pm 

Family Life Center 

Please bring $2.00 for your meal. 

 

ñTO SAVE A LIFEò  

Youth Group Study 

October 2ndðNovember 20th 

(based on the movie released in theaters last year) 
 

In a compelling scene from the movie ñTo Save a Life,ò the youth pastor tells the main charac-
ter, Jake, ñAt some point, youôve gotta answer the question, óWhatôs your life going to be 

about?ôò  Teen life is full of questions...and defining moments.  This study recaps various por-
tions of the movie weekly and will help teens realize how much they are loved by God and how 
they are able to live a life of REAL SIGNIFICANCE.  Youth will address real-life challenges and 

get equipped to reach out to those in their schools who are also facing difficult issues. 

 

 

Sunday, October 9 th registration begins at  2:30 

p.m. with the walk beginning at 3 p.m.  The 3 -

mile walk begins and ends at the Caring Hands 

Outreach Center at 201 9 th Street NE (the old Zenaõs building on 1st Ave North).  25% of the 

funds will support Caring Hands Food Pantry, and the other 75% will 

go to Church World Service to fight hunger and poverty globally.  

Those interested in signing up to walk and gather pledges for this 

event, contact Jane Burns at 967 -2991 by Friday, October 7 th.  
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Thursday, October 27 

 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.     

 AUMC Family Life Center 

Midweek  

Wednesday Evenings  

6:30 -  8:00 p.m.  

(ages 3yrs ð3rd gr)  

Jr. & Sr. Puppets  

(4th gr -  Sr High)  

Childrenôs Church 

(Age 3yrs -  2nd Grade)  

Each Sunday  

11:00 a.m.  

(effective Oct. 2)  

Sunday School  

Sunday mornings  

9:40 -  10:40 a.m.  

(effective Oct. 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am a Jack O' Lantern  
My light will shine so bright  

For I am a Christian pumpkin   
My symbols tell what's right.  

 

My nose is like the cross   
on which our Savior died   

To set us free from sin   
We need no longer hide.  

 

My mouth is like a fish   
The whole wide world to show   

That Christians live in this house   
And love their Savior so!   

 

The story starts at Christmas   
My eyes are like the star   

That shone on Baby Jesus  
And wise men saw from far   

 

My color it is orange   
Just like the big bright sun   

That rose on Easter Day  
Along with Gods' own Son.   

 

And so on Halloween   
Let's set our pumpkins out   

And tell the trick -or-treaters  
What Gods' love is all about!   

-Unknown  

YOUôRE INVITED! 
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CARRY OUT IS AVAILABLE!  

Remember shut -ins and loved ones that 

cannot make it to the dinner.  

There will be a bake sale 

during the Turkey Mission 

Dinner on November 12.  

We need baked goods 

donated for this sale. Make 

your favorite cookies, cake, 

candy, bread, etc. to sell.  

Please pre -price your items and bring them to 

the Narthex by 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 

12.  Proceeds will go to the local food bank.  

Do you like to bake? Tori 

Hanson is heading up the 

group of roll makers. You  wi l l 

produce over 600 yummy 

butter horn rolls that will be 

devoured during the Turkey 

Mission Dinner.  Roll making 

days will be October 28 and 

29. Please contact Tori Hanson 

if you are interested in signing up to work a shift 

or two at 967 -6984. 

The annual Turkey Mission Dinner will have a new 

twist this year!  It was decided to present this 

event as a free will offering meal.  In other words, 

tickets will be free!  The committee will be 

distributing first come, first served tickets.  As in 

the past, you will be able to pick up advance 

tickets in the several weeks preceding the 

dinner.  Tickets will also be available the evening 

of the dinner up to the number of people that 

we know we can serve.  Diners will be asked to 

make a donation that will go toward feeding 

hungry people of the world.  
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  Please consider helping 

on November 12.  You can make a donation of 

food, supplies, or money to purchase turkeys or 

potatoes, etc., and especially your time on 

Saturday.  Online registrations at the churchõs 

web site will be available starting October 2 at  

www.altoonaumc.org.  

Do you make jewelry, paint, 

sew, crochet or knit? Could 

you make a  themed gift bas-

ket or something else to do-

nate to the SILENT AUCTION.  

Our goal is to raise $1,000 -

$1,500 to give to United Methodist Missions. For 

more information, please contact Jane Burns at 

967-2991.  

WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
¶ Take a packet of tickets to give to family and 

friends.  

¶ Make a donation of food and supplies. Bring 

items to the church kitchen by Friday, No-

vember 11 so we are sure we have every-

thing we need.  

¶ Help set up and get organized Thursday and 

Friday night.  

¶ Make $20 (each turkey) donation towards 

the purchase of one or more turkeys. THE 

COMMITTEE BUYS THE TURKEYS! 

¶ Roast one or two turkeys. The turkeys WILL BE 

DELIVERED to your home on Tuesday or 

Wednesday evening. You will need to thaw, 

roast and return the COLD TURKEY to the 

church on Saturday morning, November 12 

by 8 a.m.  

¶ Work in kitchen on Saturday preparing, serv-

ing or cleaning up after the meal.  
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The Mission Committee continues to collect school bag and layette kit 

supplies.  We still need rulers, crayons, and notebooks for the school bags 

and diapers, sleepers, and receiving blankets for the layette kits.  Please see 

the shopping lists below for details.  There are containers located near the 

Welcome Center to collect your purchases. If you would like the Missions 

Committee to make your purchases for you, please make your check to 

AUMC with òSchool Bag Suppliesó or òLayette Kit Suppliesó on the memo line. 
 

Please bring your donations by October 9th so we can finish assembling all 

the bags and kits for the ingathering.  Thank you in advance!  

[ŀȅŜǧŜ Yƛǘ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ 

¶ Cloth diapers (Gerber, flatfold, 

birdseye)  

¶ Gowns or sleepers  

¶ Receiving Blankets  

 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ .ŀƎ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ 

¶ (45) 70 page wide ruled spiral or 

bound notebooks, 8.5x11  

¶ (13) 30cm metric ruler  

¶ (25) Boxes of 24 crayons (24 only)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you, your small group, or your Sunday School class would like to participate in the Harvest 

Party by either decorating a table and/or passing out treats, please contact Jane Burns  at 

967-2991 or janeb@altoonaumc.org .  Will you make a Hawkeye table or a shark table?  The 

possibilities are endless!  

As you purchase treats to hand out at home, remember that AUMC will be accepting do-

nations of candy in the narthex beginning October 3rd.    

Thursday, October 27th from 6 -8:00 p.m.  

Family Life Center  

(formerly known as Trunk ôNõ Treat) 
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Over 4.2 million meals were packaged at the 2011 

Annual Hunger Fight, August 31 -September 3.  

At Meals from 

the Heartland, 

the vision and 

hope is that every 

meal is reaching 

a child who 

otherwise may 

not have food to 

eat.  

The Meals from 

the Heartland 

mission is 

�³�H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J��

people to feed 

�W�K�H���V�W�D�U�Y�L�Q�J���´ 

 

More than 130 

people of all 

ages from our 

congregation 

helped package 

meals or 

volunteered in 

leadership at 

Meals from the 

Heartland.  

 

 

Our 

congregation 

gave a financial 

gift of over 

$1700 to Meals 

from the 

Heartland.  

 


