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“Have I matured
in my faith? Is
my relationship
with Christ

growing deeper? “
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Each stage of his life
captured in full color.
But what about me?
Have I grown over the
years? Some of you are
laughing at this point —
to answer the question —
Yes — physically, but
more importantly, 1
want to know if I have
grown in my spiritual
life. Have I matured in
my faith? Is my
relationship with Christ
growing deeper? Do 1
look forward to my
alone time with God
more than I did 18 years
ago? Have [ placed
more of His Word in my
heart?

The questions that all
graduates answer a
thousand times are,
“What do you want to
be?” “What are your

plans?” These are
questions  about the
future. They are

questions that anticipate
that growth and a level
of maturity will take

place. Can you imagine
if a high school graduate
simply replied to the
question about what
they were going to do in
the future with the
statement, ‘“Nothing, I
am just going to keep
doing.”

What about wus as
Christians?  Does not
the very idea of being a
Christian  imply that
some type of growth is
constantly taking place?
Every child grows with
parental  expectations,
and each child of God
lives with spiritual
growth  expectations.
God is referred to in the
scriptures as our Father,
a Father who longs to
watch us grow into

mature Christians. It is
part of our Christian
DNA. We are supposed
to grow in our faith. It
1s natural. If it wasn’t,
there wouldn’t be any
expectations. That’s

why our current sermon
series, Maximizing Your
Potential is a reminder
to me, and hopefully to
all of wus, that it is
important to reflect on
where we have been,
where we are, and where
we are going on our
spiritual journey.

One day we will
graduate, not from high
school or college, but
from this life. May the
snapshots of our life
reflect that we grew in
our faith; that we were
intentional about
maturing as Christians.
And may we hear Christ
say to us, “Well done,
thy good and faithful
servant. Enter in!”

Growing with you,

Pastor John

Blanket Sunday

From something as simple as a blanket, amazing things can happen with your
help. $5.00 can purchase a blanket for warmth and protection to victims of
disaster, seeds and tools to struggling farms and water and health to
impoverished communities. For each $5.00 donation the Missions Committee
will hang a small blanket ornament on a display in the Narthex during the last
two Sundays of May. Be generous. Envelopes will be provided at the Welcome
Center or on the display table.
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Top Notcher News

Mississippi Celebration Belle Cruise

The Top Notchers will
cruise the Mississippi
River on May 20th.
Those who have made
reservations should
arrive at the church by
7:15 a.m. and park in the
north parking lot. The
motor coach will depart
at 7:30 a.m. Rolls and
juice will be served

en route. You are
welcome to bring your
own coffee. We
anticipate boarding the
Celebration Belle by
10:30 a.m. for a fun-
filled day! We have
people from all over the
area on this trip, which
makes for a wonderful
outreach ministry from

our church.

Presently all seats are
taken. If you are still
interested in cruising
with us please contact
Joan Nolin at 515-967-
2773 to be placed on the
waiting list. Sometimes
last minute cancellations
do occur.

Who are the Top Notchers?

We are an active group
comprised of 45-50
people who usually meet
the second Tuesday of
each month. We have
guest speakers and

entertainers, travel, and
do service projects in
the community. The
group is open to all
people in the
community, ages 55 and

over. New friends are
always welcome.

For further information,
please call Joan Nolin,
Director, 515-967-2773.

Other dates to remember:

May 20th-Celebration Belle “Big Band Cruise” on the Mississippi.

June 9th-Noon potluck in Family Life Center. “Butterflies in your backyard”.

July 16th-Lunch in Pleasant Hill (place to be determined).

August 11th-Noon potluck/picnic at Dick & Sue Tomlin’s and
Duane Hunziker’s homemade ice-cream.

September 8th-Sack lunch in Outdoor Fellowship Center. Guest Speaker from

Habitat for Humanity.

October 13th-One-Day motor coach fall tour.

November 10th-Noon potluck in Family Life Center. “lowa’s Angel of Civil

War”.

December 8th-Christmas party in the church narthex at 1:30 pm. Finger foods
and Christmas goodies to share along side the Top Notchers Talent Show.
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Top Notchers Cruise
the Mississippi
Wednesday, May 20th

Nexi
Top Notcher
Meeting:

June %9th
Noon Potluck in
the Family Life

Center
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SUMMER GAMES UNIVERSITY

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Is coming!
Reserve the dates:
SUMMER June 7-11. 2009
UNIVE “Wildwood Forest”
Please pray for VBS now as we make

HAS RELEASED THE DATES
FOR THIS SUMMER’'S CAMP.
THEY ARE:

JuLy '0-241'1-1

WE WILL AGAIN BE AT GRIN-
NELL COLLEGE-
UNBELIEVABLY GOOD FoOoOD!

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE AT:

WWW.SUMMERGAMESUNIVERISTY.ORG
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